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THE BLUEBELL RAILWAY
Matt Allen

The magnificent Bluebell Railway lies in rural Sussex, and is the only ‘steam only’ line in the
UK, with an excellent collection of locomotives and rolling stock dating from the 1880s to

the British Railway’s era of the 1950s and ‘60s.The Bluebell was originally a part of the former
Lewes to East Grinstead line and when closure by British Railways loomed, a keen band of
volunteers worked hard to prevent the route being consigned to history. In 1960 when the
Bluebell Railway was formed, railway preservation was a new concept, making the keen band
of volunteers pioneers of their time.

Matt Allen is one of the most active railway photographers in the UK, and in this superb new
book featuring over 140 colour images, he uses his intimate knowledge of the Bluebell Railway
to show it at its best. He navigates a photographic journey along its 10 mile course, capturing
the awesome steam locomotives both large and small, historic rolling stock, fantastically restored
stations, the people who make it all possible and the special events for which the line is
renowned.

MattAllen has been interested in railways for as long as he can
remember. His father was a fireman in steam days and latterly a driver for
British Rail. He is a regular contributor to the Railway media, especially
Railway Magazine and Railways Illustrated. A railway publication recently
cited him as one of the most active steam photographers in the UK.
This is his second book for Halsgrove, following the acclaimed The Mid
Hants Railway.
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Example of a double page spread.

Horsted Keynes station, with period cars during a War on the Line event, complete with
masking tape on the windows.

A one-off special event held at the Railway was a Terrier Gala. No. 32678 was a visitor
from the Kent and East Sussex Railway for this special weekend and is seen here
complete with some Bulleid coaching stock.

Lindfield wood is one of the best places on the line to see the wonderful display of
spring flowers.

The station staff are doubling up
as Home Guard, at least for the
duration of a Southern at War
weekend.


